Growth and structural features of the adult stage of Ascaris suum (Nematoda, Ascaridoidea) from experimentally infected domestic pigs.
For studying the morphogenesis of the adult stage of Ascaris suum, worms were obtained from experimentally infected domestic pigs. Structural and morphometric features of A. suum are analyzed by light and scanning electron microscopy. It was shown that the increase in length of the worm from days 35 to 56 is based on a region-specific lengthening of individual transverse annuli in the cuticle. An increased worm size also results in an increased diameter of different cuticular sense organs. It is shown that a pair of lateral midbody papillae, the centrids, are prominent sensilla in the adult male and female worm. The centrids have an asymmetric placement, the right centrid being more anterior on the worm than the left.